A compact apparatus for the methanolysisof lipids and esterification of fatty acids is described. The apparatus is designed to permit the complete preparation of small quantities of fatty esters, without sample transfer, for study by thin-layer or gasliquid chromatography.
Materials and Methods

Reagent
Super-dry methanol prepared by a variant of the Grigiiard procedure (2) is saturated with HC1 gas dried over concentrated ILSO4. This solution is stored at -20#{176} in 250-mi. polyethylene bottles. We liave used samples of this material stored as long as 1 year after preparation without noticeable change as compared to fresh solutions.
Apparatus
The apparatus ( Fig. 1 
